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When righteous anger over the murder of George Floyd brought
millions out Iin the streets, the 2020 U.S. election offered a ray of
hope In the fight for change. But decades of disenfranchisement
and voter suppression left many Black Americans feeling like their
vote didn't count. Unable to stand by, Chicago’s mayor Lori Lightfoot
wanted Black voters to matter.

Plywood boards that barricaded storefronts during the protests,
filled with messages and cries for justice -by many seen as symbols
of destruction- were transformed into voting booths. The booths
didn't only inspire residents in low-turnout neighborhoods to create
systemic change through the power of their vote. They also initiated
the crucial first step in the voting process: registration, through a
simple smartphone scan.

While the ‘Boards of Change' installation traveled through dozens of Black
& Brown neighborhoods, a massive outdoor and social campaign amplified
the underrepresented voices on the boards and called upon everyone to
take charge of change during the upcoming election. The message resonated
throughout Chicago and the entire nation, especially when Mayor Lightfoot,
standing In front of the boards, called out President Trump for his blatant
attacks on democracy.
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CHICAGO’S VERY OWN

NBC NEWS

Boards of Change empowered Black Americans to know that their
vote counts, and Chicago saw a record number of reqgistrations and
voters. Today, Boards of Change lives on at the DuSable Museum
for African American History, as part of a historical moment for the
Black community.
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